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ONCE again, the emotional inertia of a grave

ly unvolated action, The assassinatlon of Prosi-
dont Kennedy, tho acquittal . of Bockwith, the
attompted @ssassination of Jamos Meredith, and
now the snipor killings in Austin, cach vesulted’
in calls ~— thoy were for the most part cpios of'
the heant — for instant Foedenal action of one sot

curronces. . .
_ George Whitman, unsbrung, climbed the tower’
‘of the University of Texas with a medium-sized arsenal and
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proceaded to do his best to decimate the population below.
Whercupon Presiderd Johnson and Son. Dodd renewed their pleas -

for a Fodoral moeasure dosigned to control the sale and distribution
of fivcarms, and it is left to the imagination, preforably romantic,

. how such a control measure might have aborted the camnage ab.

Austin. ) .

Indeed, the question was askod directly of Sen. Dodd, who replied
that the mere act of self-exposure — the Federal hill would require .
the positive identification of cach purchaser of a firearm ~ might -
have drained Whitman’s homicidal mania. : :

Son. Dodd cannot be proved wrong — or vight:. since it could

Te maintained that any pressure at all. might have stayed

“Whitman’s murderous hand, tho it could as roasonably be

Raintained (hat any presswre at all might have peoipitated his.
homicidal spree.

What dses the bill actually propose? That concealable {irearms
be bamned from interstate mails, Now what, pray, doos that
accomplish, éxcapt to vequire @ Whitman 6 purchase his pistols -

locally? Or to pick them up (as Whitman in fact did) in the course .

of his wravels? _
. Thae bill also{geﬂs_ﬁor_

s gulatlng the ssle of sporting xifles and

e

shotguns thru an affidavit provislon, to what offect one can only
tragedy is impelling many people toward logical- -+

oF anothor, dosigned o provent such ghastly oc- -
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wondor inasmuch as everyone disposed to kill is surely propared
to lio about it, Too, it would restrict the importation of surplus

amilitary arms and other foreign made firearms, And it would bar .
-the the sale of pistols and revolvers to persons undor 21, and to

persons who have over boen convieted of folonies. Those last two
provisions ave indisputably sound, and one cannot imagine thoir
being opposed by a reasonable’ person.
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Opponents of the measure bear the positive responsibility of -

o do or say anything that suggests that arms might conceivably -
boe necessavy. against organized enemies of the U, S.

.defending the private ownership of guns, and this is sometimes
‘done blushingly bocause it is extromely unfashionable nowadays

Other reasons for dosiring 4o keep fircarms are ¢o Lave them -

avound in the event of unorganized action against one's life, limb, .
or proporty «— ¢he anmed burgler, or worse, the Porry Smith or
Richard Hickok, Then there is the sport of the thing. Some poople
like to shoot-at tavgets, live or stationary, the way other poople
like to hit golf balls, of slide down snowy mountains.

It is not suggestod that either Lyadon Johnson or Sen, Dodd K '

dosires to deprive thom of the pleasure of their sport, but the lagic,

If every time a Whitman goos herserk, or a Meredith is ambushed,

or rathor illogic, of most of the provisions of the pending moasure -
‘argue a train of thought likely to lead to just that kind of thing.'!

“calls are renowed for yot more stringent rogulations of the ¢raffic -

in fircarms, lnovitably measures would be enacted which might

hops to keep the marginal gun away from the marginal killer.

 But when the final law is passed, sports shooting will be conducted 3
only undor the surveillance of armed guards; at solected locations,

guns given o you in time to shoot, and reclaimed the moment !

you are done., The pending Bill, in short, tho an ineffective bar -
" to the -criminal use of guns, effectiveiy~pursues ' a goal the -
re_q’[izg;tjgnﬂq_f which cannot b done exoopt at 00 high a coste . v ni




